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1 Introduction 

This report has been prepared by the Sonoma County Water Agency (Water Agency) to fulfill the 
requirements of Provision 13 of the State Water Resources Control Board (State Board) Order WR 2010-
0018 DWR (Order). 

Provision 13 of Order WR 2010-0018 DWR directs the Water Agency to take the following actions: 

SCWA shall be responsible for ensuring all of its water contractors require their dedicated 
irrigation customers be assigned a water budget designed to achieve a Maximum Applied Water 
Allowance (MAWA) of 60 percent ETo, exceeding the State's requirements. SCWA shall report 
back to the Deputy Director by December 31, 2010 regarding the actual MAWA achieved by 
each of its contractors during May through November, 2010. 

2 MAWA Achieved 

Water contractors submitted information on water budgets and water use to the Water Agency.  The 
water use reported was through October 2010, not November 2010 as stated in the Order. The reason 
for this is that the November water use will not be available until mid December for contractors that bill 
monthly or mid January for the contractors on bi-monthly billing.  

The average MAWA achieved by the water contractors from May to October 2010 was 61% ETo. 
Although this figure falls short of the 60 percent goal stated in Provision 13, it is well below the 
requirements of the statewide Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance, which allows a MAWA of 80% for 
existing landscapes. 

Individual statistics by water contractor are reported in Appendix A. 

3 Notifications 

Each of the water contractors below notified their dedicated irrigation meter customers of the 60 
percent ETo water budget as stated in the Order. The notifications ranged from a letter specifying the 
water budget, to bill text indicating the 60 percent ETo goal. Sample letters are shown in Appendix B. 
The following is a summary of the type of notification completed by each water contractor. 

3.1 City of Cotati 

A letter was mailed to all dedicated irrigation meter customers. The letter provided resources for the 
customers to adjust their watering schedules to meet the reduced water use goal. 
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3.2 North Marin Water District 

A site-specific letter was mailed to each dedicated irrigation meter customer. The letter provided the 
site square foot measurements on file, the bimonthly water use and the bimonthly water budget.  

3.3 City of Petaluma 

Each dedicated irrigation account received a water budget on its monthly bill. The bill shows the water 
budget as compared to the actual use for each billing period. There is also a message box that states 
that the budget is based on local weather conditions and is subject to change with the weather and with 
changes in City of Petaluma policy. 

3.4 City of Rohnert Park 

The dedicated irrigation meter customers with site measurements on file with the City received a site-
specific letter notifying the customer of the water budget for the months of June to November.  A 
separate letter was mailed to all other dedicated irrigation meter customers providing a resource for 
determining watering schedules. 

3.5 City of Santa Rosa 

Each dedicated irrigation account is billed based on a monthly site specific water budget.  Each month a 
bill notice advises the customer of the 60% water budget goal. 

3.6 City of Sonoma 

Dedicated irrigation meter customers received a direct mailer in July 2010 detailing the Order. The 
mailer outlined the water budget methodology and notified customers of the maximum applied water 
allowance of 60% ETo. 

3.7 Valley of the Moon Water District 

Each dedicated irrigation meter customer received a site-specific letter notifying the customer of the 
water budget for the months of May to November. The water budget was based on historical ETo for 
the area. The letter also detailed the methodology for calculating the water budget. 

3.8 Town of Windsor 

Dedicated irrigation meter customers received a direct mailer on June 21, 2010 detailing the Order. The 
mailer outlined the water budget methodology and asked for confirmation of landscape measurements. 
A follow-up direct mailer was sent to dedicated irrigation customers with water budgets on September 
16, 2010.  
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Appendix A – MAWA Achieved by Water Contractor 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                           

1 Information not available. 

City of Cotati 
 

Water Budget w/ MAWA of 60% ETo (AF)1 N/A  

Dedicated Irrigation Metered Sales (AF) 89.1 

MAWA Achieved (%) N/A 

North Marin Water District 
 

Water Budget w/ MAWA of 60% ETo (AF) 622 

Dedicated Irrigation Metered Sales (AF) 686 

MAWA Achieved (%) 66% 

City of Petaluma 
 

Water Budget w/ MAWA of 60% ETo (AF) 532 

Dedicated Irrigation Metered Sales (AF) 534 

MAWA Achieved (%) 64% 

City of Rohnert Park   

Water Budget w/ MAWA of 60% ETo (AF) 255 

Dedicated Irrigation Metered Sales (AF) 271 

MAWA Achieved (%) 64% 

City of Santa Rosa 
 

Water Budget w/ MAWA of 60% ETo (AF) 1,504 

Dedicated Irrigation Metered Sales (AF) 1,398 

MAWA Achieved (%) 56% 

City of Sonoma  
 

Water Budget w/ MAWA of 60% ETo (AF) 52 

Dedicated Irrigation Metered Sales (AF) 82 

MAWA Achieved (%) 94% 

Valley of the Moon Water District 
 

Water Budget w/ MAWA of 60% ETo (AF) 20 

Dedicated Irrigation Metered Sales (AF) 31 

MAWA Achieved (%) 90% 

Town of Windsor 
 

Water Budget w/ MAWA of 60% ETo (AF) 88 

Dedicated Irrigation Metered Sales (AF) 105 

MAWA Achieved (%) 72% 

All Water Agency Contractors 
 

Water Budget w/ MAWA of 60% ETo (AF) 3,045.64 

Dedicated Irrigation Metered Sales (AF) 3,107.68 

MAWA Achieved (%) 61% 
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Appendix B – Samples of Letters to Dedicated Irrigation 
Customers 

 

On the following pages are samples of letters sent by some water contractors to dedicated irrigation 
customers, asking for the information requested by the State Board in order to comply with Provision 
13. 

• City of Cotati 

• North Marin Water District 

• City of Rohnert Park 

• City of Sonoma 

• Valley of the Moon Water District 

• Town of Windsor 

  



SWRCB Order WR 2010-0018 DWR Provision 13 Actual MAWA Achieved by Water Contractors 

December 17, 2010 
 

  Page 5  
  

City of Cotati 
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City of Cotati (continued) 
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North Marin Water District 
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City of Rohnert Park 
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City of Rohnert Park (continued) 
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City of Sonoma 
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Valley of the Moon Water District 
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Town of Windsor 
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Town of Windsor (continued) 
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